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An МРег Speaks 
Dear Editor, 
| just received the March issue of W 
Magazine, and | am distraught at the 
comments made about Matt Hardy. It 
sickens me to know there are people out 
there who don't appreciate great athletes 
like him. They said that Mr. Hardy needs 
an attitude adjustment? He has all the 
Mattitude he needs! They need to real- 
ize that this is sports-entertainment and 
that Mr. Hardy does his very best at all 
times. 

Katie Leigh Oakley 

Via E-mail 


(Eds. Note: Spoken like a true MF'er!) 





Where's the PPV Results? 


Dear Editor, 
| received the March issue of W Magazine, 
and when І got close to the end of it, | 
realized that the 2003 Royal Rumble 
results were not featured. How come? | 
know last year you moved them to RAW 
Magazine for two issues, but then you 
assured everyone that they were back 
in W Magazine for good. Please bring 
them back because | enjoy looking over 
the wonderful photographs taken by the 
WWE staff. Thanks. 
Mike 
Via E-mail 
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Dear Editor, 
| just got my March issue and | haven't 
had a W. Magazine without PPV results 
since the August 2002 issue. So I'm 
wondering if you're taking the PPV 
results out of the magazine temporarily 

or forever? 
Wrestlemaniac7 
Via E-Mail 


(Eds. Note: Here's the deal with the Pay- 
Per-View results: Since V. Magazine now 
comes out 13 times a year, there will be at 
least one issue where the PPV results do not 
appear, and in this case it was the March 
issue. The Royal Rumble results were in 
the April issue of WWE. They'll be in WWE 
for May, June and July before heading to 
the July and August issues of RAW, return- 
ing to WWE in October. Confusing? Yeah, 
but it^s the best way to get them to our 
readers in the most timely manner pos- 
sible. Thanks for bearing with us!) 


Stili the “Great One” |(О 


Dear Editor, 
| think the interview with The Rock 
("Still the Great One," March) was 
great. | think The Rock will continue to 
electrify because he has time to think of 
new ideas and to train. The Rock will 
continue to feed off the fans. | was a fan 
of his before he left and 1 still am a fan 
because he is amazing, fast, athletic and 
most of all, electrifying! | can't wait to see 
The Rock get back into the full swing of 
things and return to the top of WWE 
as champ. As for the next interview, | 
would like to see what Jeff Hardy has to 
say. | want to know where he thinks he 
is in his career. | would also like to know 
if he is a little confused on what his role 

15 in WWE? 
Bagodon14 
Via E-mail 


Wowed hy Wilson -X 
Dear Editor, 

First off, | love your magazine. I think it's 
great. Every issue gets better and better. 
| liked last month's issue (March 2003). 
| think the story and pull-out poster of 
Torrie Wilson were awesome. | hope to 
see an interview with Nathan Jones, and 
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more posters of the wonderful Divas 
(especially Torrie). Keep up the good 
work. 


Chris Daher 
Via E-mail 





Thanks from South Africa 


Dear Editor, 
My name is PJ and | am from South 
Africa. On behalf of all wrestling fans 
here, | would just like to thank all the 
wrestlers, referees and everyone else 
who traveled here for the recent tour of 
South Africa. It was an amazing experi- 
ence seeing you guys live, one that | will 
never forget. You made a lot of people 
very happy! And we all hope that you 
come back soon! 

Paulie2003 

Via E-mail 














Rhyno's Rampage 


There are many who may have for- 
gotten about the man known as the 
"Man-Beast," following his yearlong 
absence from the sport due to injury. 
That was their mistake. Back in action, 
Rhyno has returned to WWE and is ready 
to pick up right where he left off. 

A former WCW United States and 
three-time WWE Hardcore Champion, 
Rhyno was also the final holder of the 
ECW Heavyweight Championship before 
the company folded. His combination of 
explosive power and blinding speed have 
made him a favorite of mat insiders for 


some WWE fans may be surprised 
and confused at seeing former referee 
Teddy Long leave his zebra duties 
behind to manage young Superstars. 
But that role is actually nothing new 
for him. Long before he was a WWE 
arbiter, Theodore R. Long was a 
manager іп WCW. Nicknamed “Тһе 
Godfather," Teddy Long represented 
such competitors as Mean Mark Callous 
(the future Undertaker), Sid Vicious 
(a.k.a. Sycho Sid) and Johnny B. Badd 
(a.k.a. Marc Mero). His most success- 
ful run came as the manager of Doom, 
the first ever African-American WCW 
World Tag Team Champions. One of 
the members of that duo was none 
other than Ron Simmons. W 


The Godfather, Part II 


years now, and he is extremely eager to 
prove himself once again. 

In fact, a recent incident at WWE's 
Stamford, Connecticut, headquarters 
demonstrated that he just might be a 
little too eager. After being checked out 
by WWE's team of medical professionals 
in order to ensure that he was ring-ready, 
one of our staff psychiatrists (who has 
asked that his name be withheld) insin- 
uated that the man may not be entirely 
stable. His suggestion was that Rhyno 
be held back for further psychological 
evaluation. 





Rhyno5 reaction was not a positive one, 
and only served to validate the doctor's 
assertion. In fact, our sources tell us that 
the shrink in question is off solid food 
until June, and may need to learn how to 
write out prescriptions with his left hand. 

Surprisingly, the incident was over- 
looked by WWE's executive committee, 
which granted Rhyno immediate rein- 
statement to the Raw roster. We can 
only hope and pray for the well-being of 
the other Superstars in that locker room 
now that this veteran monster is back 
on the loose. W 
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No Laughing | 


Matter for 
Bill DeMott 


These days, former %. Tough Enough trainer Bill DeMott is 
known for his hot temper, and no-nonsense wrestling style. His 
perpetually angry demeanor is certainly a far cry from his days as 
"The Laughing Man" Hugh Morrus in WCW. Back then, Morrus 
got his start as part of an infamous faction known as the Dungeon 
of Doom, which instituted a reign of terror during the mid-1990s. 

The Dungeon of Doom collapsed many years ago, but according 
to recent reports, its members have been coming out of the wood- 
work of late, trying to capitalize on DeMott's newfound notoriety 
in WWE. Apparently, they've been pestering DeMott in an attempt 
to get a Dungeon of Doom reunion going. 

"It's gotten out of control," DeMott told us. "Kamala has 
been sleeping on my couch for the last three weeks. His shrunken 
heads are starting to attract flies. And the Yeti? Don't get me 
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started on this guy. If he keeps raiding my refrigerator like he's been 
doing, he's gonna bankrupt me! And if | get one more desperate 
phone call from the Leprechaun, | may have to change my number." 

We certainly wish Bill all the best in coping with those pesky 
Dungeon members. Hopefully, there aren't any Shark attacks in 
his future. W 
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What was your first kiss like? 


* It was actually with a girl who was a lot prettier than | 
thought would date me. It was really good. | fell in love right 
away. | was probably 11. But she lived so far away, | could 
rarely see her. Of course, when you're young, you think it's 
the end of the world. But | endured. - The Hurricane 


* И was the summer between fourth and fifth grades. It was 
а boy in my grade. | had decided that | was at that age where 
| needed to have my first kiss. So, | brought the boy down 
into the basement of a friend's home, and | pretty much 
forced myself on him. Even though he wasn't ready for his 
first kiss, | was ready for mine! So that was my first kiss. 
- Molly Holly 




























* My first kiss was in middle 
school when | was at a co-ed 
birthday party. It was during 
some kind of kissing game— | 
spin the bottle, or one of those | 
goofy little games kids play as 
an excuse to have a kiss with 
someone. So my first kiss wasn't 
with a boyfriend. It was in 
middle school playing a kissing 
game at a party. — Stacy Keibler | 


• | was 13 or 14 years old, and | 
was working at a hockey arena 
in Markham, Ontario, Canada, 
patrolling public skating. There 
was a girl there by the name of 
Gigi who | took a liking to. | got 
to know her; it turned out she 
was the cousin of a guy | was 


Go Backstage with 
WWEJudgmentDay.co 


For exclusive news, backstage gossip, in-depth results and all the 
dirt from WWE Judgment Day, check out www.wwejudgmentDay.com 


working with. | took a liking to her and went over to her 
house a couple of times, but 

nothing happened. We just sat ==: 

there and watched movies or 
whatever. Then one time we 
were alone, and she just leaned 
over and started kissing me. It 
was my first kiss. At first it was 
a реск, and then she came 
back with tongue. | was like, 
“Whoa!” — Chief Morley 


* My mother might read this! 
It was at school, after school. | 
was supposed to be doing some 
kind of sports activity. And 
instead, | was doing kissing 
activities. | think | was in the 
seventh grade. — Terri 


«| was 15, almost 16, and was 
about to go into 11th grade. 
| was late on everything! My 
best friend and her sister taught 
me how to kiss on a pillow. 
One night, | was at the beach, and | remember the waves 
were crashing. It was a beautiful setting, a beautiful 
moment—storybook. It was just the wrong person! And | 
remember him kissing me, and | was like, “Oh gosh. Oh 
gosh.” | was so nervous. And it wasn’t like how my friends 
said. He put his tongue between my lip and my teeth, like in 
my gums. And | was like, “What is he doing? This is not in my 
book!” - Victoria 





Fan Poll: 
Who is the toughest competitor in 
WWE Women’s Division? 


J Ivory -] Victoria 


=] jazz 


-J Molly Holly 
-J Trish Stratus 
Cast your vote online at WWE.com 


Check out the June issue of 57 Magazine for the results of last month's poll 
and another question. The results of the May poll will appear in the July issue. 


m | | March Poll Results: 


Who will be the breakout performer at 
WrestleMania XIX on March 30 in Seattle? 
Rey Mysterio John Cena Batista Randy Orton Nunzio 

32.69 23.7% 191% 16.3% 8,3% 
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m Sup erstar | 
Christian 
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\ While another Superstar тау have dubbed 
himself "Vitamin C," from where we sit, it seems 
more likely that the most potent ingredient 
¥ in some of the greatest tag teams in recent 
Т” memory is none other than Christian. Beyond 
|j the glory days of the ЕКС Dynasty, when he and 
‚Edge won the World Tag Team titles no fewer than 

\ seven times, Christian has garnered attention and 
| 4 -gold with Lance Storm and, most recently, Chris 
| Jericho. It would be a mistake for anyone to 
1W, consider the 5-foot-10, 215-pound Toronto native 
| 1 1 "junior partner" in any of these combinations. 

_ Christian won the now-defunct WWE Light Heavy- 
- weight Championship in his very first bout, and 
his speed and agility matches up with anyone on 
the roster. Look up the word "underrated" 
= oe | іп the WWE dictionary, and odds are 
you'll find Christian's picture next 
to the definition. W 
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॥ very few weeks, the esteemed 
editor of this fine publication 
calls me into his office and 
asks if I've been reading my 





mail. Every few weeks, | tell him to stop | 


eating doughnuts, brush his teeth and 


take a shower now and then. He then | 


threatens me by saying that if | don’t 
read the letters, he’s going to fire me 


or even worse, turn up the volume of | 


his CD player so ІЛІ be forced to listen 
to one of his many Michael Bolton or 
Celine Dion albums. 


Obviously, | have no choice in the | 


matter. But after all, "The Truth" has 
always been about you loyal WWE fans, 
and perhaps it's not a bad thing that my 
editor hounds me. As for the wretched 


odors that emanate from his office on | 


a daily basis, well, that's a column for 
another time. So, here are some of your 
letters, randomly picked, that have 
come in over the past few weeks. 


Dear Aaron, 


You always say that your 
column is about winners. If 
that's true, how come you 


never write about the hottest 

and best Superstar ever, Shawn 
Michaels? 

Annette Pagan 

Austin, TX 


Dear Annette, 
Thank you for proving my point. 


Dear Aaron, 


Where does Jeff Hardy get the 


paint to color his face? 
Sherwin Williams 
Atlanta, GA 


Dear Sherwin, 

Good question. As for that pri- 
vate question you asked, I 
don’t think Rikishi would give 
you a Stink Face no matter how 
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much you paid him. 


Dear Aaron, 
Can you believe The Rock 
turned his back on all his 
fans? How could he do such 
a thing? Are you ashamed of 
him? Is there anything I 
can do? 
Bertha Bledsoe 
Stockholm, Sweden 


Dear Bertha, 

Yes, there is something you 
can do. Stay as far away from 
the U.S. as possible. As for 
The Rock, he didn’t turn on 
you, you fans turned on him. 
I don't blame him one bit | 
for calling all of you out | 
for who you really are. 


Dear Aaron, 
Whatever happened to Mr. 
Big. I really enjoyed his 
columns in W Magazine? 
Mrs. V. Big 
Parts Unknown 


Dear Mrs. Big, 

From the four Whopper wrap- 
pers that were also included 
in your envelope, I assume that 
the "V" stands for "Very." As 
for your "man," I don't 
the authorities are going to 
release him any time soon. 


Dear Aaron, 
You recently dropped some 
knowledge about John Cena. I 


just wanted to give you some 


mad props yo, and I like the 
way you always keep it real. 
You're mos def tops in the biz. 
Cena's sick wit the mic when 
he rocks his tight rhymes. Do 
you think he'll be representin' 


think 


By Aaron Williams 





with the ice soon? 
Fo shizzle my nizzle, 
A-ight. 


I'm out! 
Robert "Big Daddy" Prindle 
Annapolis, Maryland 


Dear Homeslice R, 
To.quote my boy Busta... 


Flipmode up in this b****, 
Actually, I have no idea what 
you just said. 


"The Truth" readers, these are actual let- 
ters that were sent to my attention. Now 
do you understand why | try to fend off 
my editor? Wouldn't you rather read an 


| exposé on Kurt Angle's magnificence, 


, William Regal's benevolence, or Matt 


Hardy's genius and compassion? ЎЎ. 
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By Anthony Cali 
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ans тау not realize it, but there's 
a conspiracy against Chris Benoit 
that's caused him to become as 

unstable as a rabid wolverine. 
Since joining SmackDown! in 
early August, the Canadian Crippler has 
soundly defeated the best Superstars 
on that roster. He's had one five-star 
| match after another, beaten opponents 
> more than twice his size, captured the 
WWE Tag Team Championship, and 
has never had to take a shortcut to vic- 
tory. Many experts agree that Benoit is 
the single-best technical athlete in the 
world today. However, he hasn't won 
the WWE Championship in his over 
three-years in WWE, leading some to 

believe that something is amiss. 

| There are many mat experts who 
| feel that Benoit's been passed over for 
less-qualified and far less-deserving 
grapplers. He's been forced to take a 
backseat to individuals who don't 
possess his ability. He's been given 
£X minimal opportunities and had 
| to work twice as hard as anyone 


E " else to get where he is today. 













but there is a rea- 
son why Benoit 
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The Real Reason Why Chris Benoit's Май At The World 


has likely been dealt these hardships: 
It's because most of his peers are jeal- 
ous of his raw ability and are afraid of 
being outshined by his one-of-a-kind 
style. 

When you really think about it, can 
anyone blame him for being the angri- 
est man in the business? Benoit isn't 
simply a victim of circumstance, and 
it’s about time that fans become aware 
of the inner workings that until now 
have kept him from reaching his full 
potential. 

Since breaking into the profession, 
Benoit has been labeled an over- 
achiever. What makes him more intimi- 
dating is the deserved reputation attached 
to athletes who have graduated from 
Stu Hart's "Dungeon" in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. The consensus among insiders 
is that anyone tough enough to survive 
the hours of torturous training inflicted 
by the patriarch of the legendary Hart 
wrestling family is in a league of their 
own. Therefore, as soon as Benoit left 
the Hart's territory, promoters forced 
him to wear a mask and dubbed him 
"Wild Pegasus" so that his opponents 
wouldn't recognize him as an inflictor 
of pain. 

Despite this, Benoit still made a 
name for himself internationally, 
quickly being pegged as some- 
one with unparalleled ring 

aptitude. 

To avoid embarrassing 
their top stars by hav- 
ing them compete 
"with someone at 

Benoit's level, pro- 
moters frequently paired 
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January 2000 when he met Sid Vicious 






































him off against lighter, faster opponents 
who could keep up with him in the 
ring. Soon, Benoit looked to American 
soil to find suitable competition. 
During his time in Extreme Cham- 
pionship Wrestling (ECW), Benoit teamed 
with Dean Malenko and conquered 
the tag team division. It was also in a 
hardcore contest in ECW where he 
earned the nickname “Стірріет,” by 
breaking several vertebrae in the neck 
of his opponent Sabu. Most likely due 
to the promotion's fear of him injur- 
ing some of its other top stars, he 
never received the opportunity he felt 
he deserved, ultimately leading to his 
decision that better competition and 
success could be found in WCW. 
Starting at the bottom of that orga- 
nization, it took Benoit more than six 
years of hard work and dedication to 
climb to the top of the ladder. He 
received his long-awaited opportunity 
at the WCW World Championship in 


for the vacated title. After a hard- 
fought contest, Benoit locked in the 
Crippler Crossface on his opponent 
and made him tap out. Benoit's cele- 
bration was short-lived, as backstage 
politics caused him to be stripped of 
the title the next night on Nitro. Once 
again Benoit had been screwed, and 
it was at this moment that he % 
decided to pack his bags and head (| 

north to WWE. E 

As Benoit had never been x 

beaten for the WCW Cham- 
pionship, he entered WWE 
as one of the hottest free 
agents ever. In fact, his 
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first contest was in a non-title match 
against then-WWE Champion Triple H. 

It appeared as though Benoit's years 
of patience and determination had 
finally paid off as he was being 





respected as a high-caliber athlete, but 
the summer of 2000 would prove him 
wrong. 

At Fully Loaded in July, he defeated 
The Rock for the WWE Ch 1ampionship 


in a match where the title could change 
hands by disqualification. But before 
Benoit could celebrate his victory, 
then-Commissioner Mick Foley stormed 
the ring and reversed the decision, giv- 
ing The Rock time to recover and retain 
his title. 

A similar ending occurred at Unforgiven, 
when Benoit pinned Undertaker in a 
four-corners match for the WWE Cham- 
pionship. Once again Foley came to 
the ring; this time claiming that 
Undertaker had his feet on the rope, 
resulting in another failed title bid. 

Disgusted by the reversals and 
double-crosses, Benoit decided to put 
aside his dream of being WWE Champion 
for a while. In the meantime, he finally 
found an opponent who possessed a 
similar killer instinct: Kurt Angle, who 
proved to be the one technical and 
submission expert who could match 
him move for move. It didn't take long 
for the two to become fierce rivals. 

By May 2001, Benoit was again in 
the title hunt when he sustained 
severe injury during a TLC match for 





the World Tag Team Championship. 
Despite the excruciating pain in his 
neck, Benoit still competed for the 
Championship at King of the Ring 
against Chris Jericho and Stone Cold 
steve Austin. But the injury was too 
much, causing him to lose the match 


and take a year off from competition 
to undergo necessary spinal surgery. 
Having initially signed with the 
Raw brand, Benoit believed that he'd 
pick up where he'd left off and would 
be welcomed back from his sabbatical 
with a Championship opportunity. 
Instead, he found himself once again 
having to work his way up the ladder. 
Looking for a better opportunity, he 
accepted an offer from Stephanie 
McMahon to work for $mackDown! 


॥ Since then, Benoit has amassed three 


singles victories over Angle and rekin- 
dled their intense and often brutal 
rivalry. 

At the 2002 Royal Rumble, some- 
thing very strange happened to Chris 
benoit. He received a shot at the WWE 
Championship against Angle. The two 
put on a wrestling clinic, but this time 
benoit was defeated fair and square. 
Despite not realizing his dream, he 
received something far more valuable: 
a standing ovation from the live audi- 
ence who had been in awe of the classic 
encounter. It was at that moment that 
Benoit had a startling revelation. 

During the more than 15 years he'd 
been competing, Benoit had strived to 
be the best. He thought that the only 
way that fans would truly realize his 
unlimited talent was to wear champi- 
onship gold around his waist. But at 
that moment, he realized that the fans 
appreciated his skills and already con- 
sidered him to be the very best in the 


Щ world. Losing one match to an Olympic 


gold medalist and WWE Champion 
was no shame, and he headed home 
with his head held high. Benoit had 
earned the fans' respect, and no longer 
needed to obsess over winning the 
WWE Championship. He knew that 
his moment would come sooner or 
later. 

Just as the animal kingdom has 
natural selection, Benoit's competition 
will eventually be weeded out and he 
will stand alone at the pinnacle of 
sports-entertainment. It's only a mat- 
ter of time until the Crippler carves his 
name into the history books as the 
most rabid champion in World Wrestling 
Entertainment history. W 
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Title History’ 


2/25/95 ECW Tag Team Championship 


4/30/98 WCW Television Championship 


5/2/98 


WCW Television Championship 


3/14/99 WCW Tag Team Championship 


WCW Tag Team Championship 


WCW U.S. Championship 
9/13/99 WCW Television Championship 


12/19/99 WCW U.S. Championship 


1/16/00 WCW World Championship! 


4/2/00 WWE Intercontinental 


Championship 


WWE Intercontinental 
Championship 


12/10/00 WWE Intercontinental 
Championship 


5/21/02 World Tag Team Championship 
7/29/02 WWE Intercontinental 


Championship 


10/20/02 WWE Tag Team Championship 


*at press time 
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In 2001, World Wrestling Entertainment purchased and  ill-fated "commitment 
absorbed its main rival WCW, and altercations fans һай ceremony”; the devel- 
only fantasized about had now become reality. Booker T opment of Mattitude; 
entered WWE and steadily became one of its most entertain- Shawn Michaels' home- 
ing personalities. Hulk Hogan invaded with his New World coming; the debut of 
Order cohorts, Kevin Nash and Scott Hall, before returning to Australian and former 
his red-and-vellow roots and adding an exclamation point to convict Nathan Jones, 
Hulkamania. "Big Poppa Pump" Scott Steiner muscled his way апа his perplexing part- 
into the organization, creating a new generation of "freaks" nership with Undertaker; 
who pulsed when he shouted, "Holla if ya hear me!" Still, the emergence of Brock 
something seemed to be missing. Lesnar as the youngest 
During the infamous “Monday Night Wars"—when WWE WWE Champion in 
programming competed head to head against WCW—one history. 

4 WCW figure appeared to loom just as large as Stone Cold But speculation about 
| Steve Austin, The Rock and Undertaker. Bill Goldberg was Goldberg never van- 
| arguably the best homegrown talent WCW ever produced. ished and the rumors 
With his pumped body and scowling face, he bulldozed over remained. According 
his opponents, compiling a record-shattering winning streak to one report, he was 
and snaring WCW gold in his rookie season. Away from the finished with wrestling. 
mat, Goldberg also made an impact, appearing in films and Another said that he 
TV shows, speaking out on animal rights, and becoming one was considering Ultimate 
of the most celebrated Jewish-American athletes ever. Fighting. Then, earlier 
WWE fans waited, but Goldberg didn't come. So devotees this year, there were 
turned their attention to other unfolding dramas: the "brand stories about him wres- 
extension" that partitioned Raw and SmackDown! into distinct — tling in Japan and openly 
EE = = talking about his wish 

to dominate WWE. 
Now, after two-years 
of anticipation, Goldberg 
is where he belongs, 
ready to take out his foes, 
stare into the camera, 
and bark out his signa- 
ture catch phrase: "Who's next?” 


1 | was like an unfinished chapter. rosters; Billy and Chuck's 
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of WCW—Bill Goldberg is the son of a physician. Оп 
the highly competitive gridirons of Oklahoma, Goldberg |ж 

first garnered attention as a high school nose guard. He 
yearned to play for the University of Oklahoma, but when he | & 
finally suited up for a college game, he represented the 4 
University of Georgia. After burning up the field for the 
Bulldogs, he ventured into the National Football League 
(NFL), where he was signed by the Los Angeles Rams, Carolina 
Panthers and Atlanta Falcons—following the path to the ring 
forged by such former footballers as Bronko Nagurski, Ernie 
"The Cat" Ladd, Blackjack Mulligan and Chief Wahoo McDaniel. 

Goldberg was always a tough guy, his confidence with his 
fists fortified by his martial-arts background. But a chance 
meeting with Diamond Dallas Page in a nightclub would alter 
his life forever. Encouraged by DDP, among others, Goldberg 
signed up for the Power Plant, WCW's training facility. He 
learned fast. On September 22, 1997, he was ready to make 
his debut in a WCW ring. 

His opponent that night was current WWE Superstar Bill 
DeMott, then known as Hugh Morrus. It was a tough match, 
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| ike Ric Flair—another legend who came to WWE by way 











and DeMott nearly scored the win with his "No Laughing 
Matter" moonsault. But amazingly, Goldberg kicked out before 
the three count, then rallied to сола) his rugged opponent 
with a punishing Jackhammer. 

Bill Goldberg was on his way, flattening everyone who 
dared to step into the ring with him, sometimes within seconds. 
By 1998, he was simply referred to as "Goldberg," and his 
win-loss record swelled to an astonishing 173-0. 

His intensity reverberated throughout the industry. But 
while arenas rocked as Goldberg's arm was thrust upward in 
victory, some deliberately withheld their cheers. 

On April 20, 1998, Raven unleashed his "flock" of followers 
on the rookie during a WCW U.S. title defense, but Goldberg 
persevered and left with the championship. After a few more 
foes fell to the superstar, he targeted Hulk Hogan and his 
WCW heavyweight championship. 

Their momentous clash occurred on July 6, 1998, in front 
of 40,000 rabid fans wedged into Ше Georgia Dome. Hogan 
clearly was worried about locking up with the determined 
challenger and tried to place a number of obstacles in 
Goldberg’s path. Before he was willing to defend his title, 
Hogan demanded that Goldberg first square off against Scott 
Hall. He agreed, but in the middle of the contest, a number 


of Hall's confederates advanced on the ring. Despite his inex- | 
perience, Goldberg had planned for just such an occurrence, 
and relied on Diamond Dallas Page and basketball star Кап 
Malone to route the intruders. 

Man to man, Hall fought with everything he had, but 
Goldberg was just too good. He pinned his tough adversary, 
looked at Hogan and shouted, "Who's next?!" 

Hogan had no choice but to volunteer himself. He tried 
everything in the contest, bashing the challenger with a chair 
and whipping the flesh on his back with a weightlifting belt. | 
But after Goldberg Kicked out of pinning combinations after 
two legdrops, the icon was vulnerable. Hogan looked to the | 
dressing room, summoning his ally the late Curt Hennig | 
towards the ring, but again DDP and Malone blocked Ше | 
interference, allowing the contender to take care of business. 

Fans sensed that they were witnessing history as Goldberg 
speared the Hulkster, delivered the Jackhammer and took | 
home the WCW crown—in front of an exuberant Atlanta 
crowd that remembered cheering the titan when he played 
for the University of Georgia and with the Falcons. 

Observers throughout the industry wondered whether 
Goldberg was mortal. Taking no chances, challenger Kevin 
Nash nearly committed a felony in his December 27, 1998, 

















encounter with the champion. First, Disco Inferno and Bam | 


Bam Bigelow interfered on Nash's behalf. When Goldberg 
| fought them off, Scott Hall appeared, zapping the titlist 
with a stun gun and setting him up for Nash's Jackknife 
finisher. 

The title loss was a devastating blow for Goldberg, and he 
began to behave recklessly. During one confrontation, he 
attempted to smash a tormentor through the window of a 
limousine. When the glass shattered, though, Goldberg was 
left with a serious injury that nearly severed a nerve and 
placed him on the sidelines for several months. 

Meanwhile, WWE was starting to overtake WCW, and 
Goldberg returned to a company in disarray. He tried his 
best to find a place for himself, and at times appeared to 
be succeeding, winning the WCW tag team title with 
Bret “Hit Man” Hart. They seemed an odd combination: 


the snarling powerhouse with the college football pedigree 
and the second-generation technical master who called | 
himself "The Excellence of Execution." And it surprised | 
| no one to see these two athletes tear into each other in 


battle. 

The two squared off for the WCW title. Hart beat the 
brutal newcomer, but the war was only beginning. At 
Starrcade in 1999, they fought to a no-contest, but in the 
process, Goldberg zapped the Hit Man so hard that he was 
forced to leave WCW with a severe concussion. Later, Hart 
returned to the company and surprised Goldberg with a 
sudden assault. 


future in sports-entertainment. His public 

pronouncements notwithstanding, he began 
to miss the thrill of splattering a man on the 
canvas in front of capacity crowds, and decided 
to test his skills in the Land of the Rising Sun. 
Arriving at fabled Budokan Hall in September 
2002, Goldberg leveled talented Satoshi Kojima. 
Looking ahead, Goldberg evoked the grandeur 
he’d enjoyed as WCW champion, telling fans, 
“It’s unfortunate for Kojima that he had to be 


N fter WCW folded, Goldberg pondered his 
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the first victim of my next streak." 

In November, Goldberg was again in Asia, this time waging combat 
against Rick Steiner, a former WWE tag team co-titlist and brother 
of “Big Poppa Pump.” Six minutes after the bell, the contest was 
over, as the mighty Tulsan conquered his foe with a spear. 

The Japanese press marveled at the fact that Goldberg seemed 
even stronger than he had in WCW, and he finally decided to truly 
challenge himself by entering the lion’s den of WWE. 

Goldberg realizes that his WCW glory means nothing in the WWE 
ring. His fellow Superstars experienced greatness in other places, 
too—Chris Benoit and Chris Jericho in Japan, William Regal in the 
United Kingdom, and the Dudley Boyz in Extreme Championship 
Wrestling (ECW). But in WWE, they all had to start from the bottom. 

Reportedly, Goldberg finds this scenario exciting. After all, WWE 
is a new beginning. And for him, the possibilities are endless. W 
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Goldberg’s “Dream” Opponents 
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SPM et/7PM ct 


Black (except where noted). 10096 cotton. 
Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

Each $25.00 

A. The Rock" " 


Hit It Strong" T-Shirt 
835289 
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B. Brock Lesnar™ 

"F-5" Unleashed Fury" T-Shirt 
#96025 

Also available in youth sizes M L 
#96026 $22.00 


WHAT I WANNA DO C. NEW! Stone Cold Steve Austin" 


WHEN “Bulletproof” T-Shirt 


I WANNA дот 775 
Y. 7 D. Scott Steiner" 
= "Freakzilla"" T-Shirt 
E +02002 


= E. Kurt Angle" 

| Ду "Team Angle"" T-Shirt 
Grey. 

#59024 


Е Triple н“ 
“What | Wanna Do..." T-Shirt 
#31068 


G. Undertaker* 

"Big Evil" Work Shirt 

Button down. Black. 65% polyester/35% cotton. 
Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

803121 540.00 


Н. The Hurricane" 

B Baseball Jersey 

Comfortable button-down jersey in 
EE black/neon green. 10096 nylon. 

| Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

= #09011 $45.00 
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TOLL-FREE ORDER NUMBER: 


1-866-993-7467 





Under $20.00 54,95 59. 95 en packing 19. 





favorite Raw’ and SmackDown!” Superstars. 
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ne of the foundations of good sports- 
entertainment journalism is spending 
time away from the ring with the WWE 
Superstars. This allows a reporter not 
only to see how the subject of his story 
acts, thinks and feels, but it affords him 
the opportunity to actually experience 
f their unique life, The end result, is that WWE 
fans should get a much better perspective of 
who the Superstar really is. 
| Normally, this is a very safe and enjoyable 
2 part of the job. It could mean spending а 
night out on the town with Kevin Nash, 
flying out to Washington state to spend 
some time in the great outdoors with Ivory, 
walking the hallowed halls of Harvard 
University with Christopher Nowinski, or 
even visiting the beautiful South Pacific 
to discover Rikishi's roots. | 


into his office to discuss an upcoming 
assignment that necessitated travel, 1 
could hardly wait to hear what he had 
in mind. Little did 1 know what lay 
ahead. The conversation went like this: 


Editor: Willianis, we've got an assignment 


for you. 
Williams: Sure, what is it? 


Editor: We want you to fly down to 
North Carolina and spend a few days 
with Jeff Hardy. We want you to find out 
what makes him tick, what goes on inside 
his 





experience, find out what goes on in Jeff 
Hardy's mind. 





: What? No one can. fig- 





So when my editor recently called me 


‚ This is going to require complete 9 
sion into his world. I don't care 
how long it takes, I don't care what you. 


By Aaron Williams 


beat. Ever since he first came to WWE people have been 
trying to figure him out. He's a mystery. | 


Editor: Well, you better solve that mystery. Here's your plane 
ticket, You leave in five days. I suggest you get out of here now 
and start doing some background research. Гуе heard some 
things about him. You may see places you never could have 
imagined existed. We certainly wouldn’ t waht you to come back 
a basket case. 


Seeing that he was serious, I left his: office and headed 
Straight for the library. I spent the next couple 
immersed in books and journals. I researched the 
psychologists like Freud and Jung: 1 car vassed 
Sociology section to see what brilliant thinkers like € 
and Durkheim might shed on the subject of Jeff 
even examined the works of early anthtopolc gist 
and Malinowski, men who set out to understand unk 
cultures around the world. After all my research, I realized 
one thing: Understanding Jeft Bo was not going to bean 
easy task. чү 

The day before leaving for. North Carolina, 1 с 1 Jeff 17! 
to reconfirm our plans and see if | could gather any more | 
insight into the most unorthodox Superstar in WWE history. 











Jeff was his normal accommodatin g self, 


“Sure dude, c'mon down,” he said. " Whatever you want to 
do or see. I'm just going to be Working 0007 place, playing 
with my band. Come on down." 

І asked a few more questions, but. the only substantive 
piece of information that I could glean was that Jeff's com- 
pound was going to be a very different place from any I had 
ever been, and that he called it the Imagi-Nation. | 


"arrived in Cameron, North Catolina, on a beautiful 
- Spring day. The sun was shining, the dogwoods were 
in full bloom, and the pine trees were brimming with 
cardinals. The town center was filled with families and 
shoppers. It looked as if Cameron was taken right out of a 





. Norman Rockwell painting. 
ure him out. He marches to his own | 


As I er ag property, However, the feeling i in 
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By Brian Solomon 


he television casts an eerie 
glow in the darkened living 
room of the woman known 
in the ring as Jazz. From the 
speakers, the excited voices 
of Jim Ross and Jerry Lawler are calling 
the action on Raw. And filling the: 
62-inch screen is an image of Victoria, 
viciously putting the boots to another 
hapless opponent and basking in the 
glory of total and complete triumph. 
On the other side of the room, the 
television's glow illuminates the face of 
Jazz herself, leaning forward on her black 
leather couch as far as her bandaged left 
leg will allow. Her face conveys outrage, 
frustration and a seething fury. As she 
watches the referee raise Victoria's hand 
after yet another hard-fought victory, 





Jazz grabs a mug off the table and flings | 


it across the room, leaving a trail of hot 
coffee on the carpet and smashing it into 
pieces on the edge of the entertainment 
center. 

“Who in the hell is this psycho bitch 
trying to take the spot I worked so hard 
to earn?" she thinks. "So help me, when 
| get back on my feet I’m gonna make 
her wish she never laced up a pair of 
wrestling boots. There's only room for 
one hard-hitting, aggressive Diva on 





ide 


Jazz's Message to Victoria: 
"Hit the Road, Psycho!" 





2 


Raw—and it's me 

There were many Monday nights like 
this during Jazz’s arduous recovery 
from knee surgery. It all started back on 
May 13, 2002, the day her war with 
Trish Stratus wound up costing her pre- 
cious months on the shelf. Putting her 
Women’s Championship on the line in 
a mixed tag team match that pitted her 
and Steven Richards against Trish and 


IS 


Васк 





Bubba Ray Dudley, Jazz couldn't have 
possibly imagined what misfortune the 
night had in store for her. Not only did 
she lose her title to Trish, but to add 
insult to injury, the new champion 
aided Bubba Ray in putting her through 
a table, tearing the anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) іп her left knee іп the 
process. 

The original projection was that Jazz 
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would be back in action by the fall of 
2002. But as with most ring injuries, 
that projection was conservative, and 
Jazz had to go through several more 
agonizing months of rehabilitation that 
pushed her comeback to the beginning 
of 2003. When one thinks back and 
realizes what Jazz's general tempera- 
ment and demeanor were like while 
she was still healthy and enjoying a 
successful career, it certainly gives one 
pause to imagine what those very dif- 
ficult months must have done for her 
attitude, 


Jazz may not 
ре crazy like 
Victoria, 
but she is just 
downright mean. 


Make no mistake. Through it all, 
Jazz's main focus has remained on Trish 
Stratus. Yet, what many fans may not 
have realized was that there was also a 
secret place in her heart that was swell- 
ing with hatred for Victoria, the psy- 
chotic Diva who appeared on the scene 








right around the time she 
disappeared. In Jazz's mind, 
Victoria completely stole her 
spotlight. 

Before too long, Victoria 
had beaten Trish for the 
Women's Championship. Not 
only had she won the title 
Jazz had dominated for so 
long, but she won it by 
defeating the woman who 
defeated Jazz, and the woman 
Jazz planned vengeance against. 
According to Jazz, Victoria 
has deflated any satisfaction 
Jazz might have gotten by 
beating her to the punch as 
it were. She still intended to 
put the hurt on Trish as a 
matter of principle, but the 
revenge had lost some of its 
meaning. 

And in a transgression 
that’s almost as bad, Victoria 
lured to her side none other 
Steven Richards, the man 
that had previously been 
romantically linked to Jazz. 
Richards tried to tell the 
world how “cute and cuddly” 
the otherwise intimidating 
Jazz could be. She was clearly 
taken with Richards and the 
sensitive way he was able to 
see through her dangerous 
veneer to the vulnerable, 
loving women underneath. 
Yet although Richards was 
able to discover a soft spot in 
Jazz's armor, his actions since 
her injury have been equiva- 
lent to shoving a stiletto 
right through it. As far as 
Jazz is concerned, Richards 
has betrayed her affections, 
and even to,an outside viewer, 
that's a claim that's tough to 
dispute. 

“Jazz can feel however 
she wants, but the bottom 
line is that Steven had no 
intention of standing by a 
woman who wouldn't stand 
by him,” Victoria told us when reached 
by phone. “Steven is a tortured soul. He 
needs someone who can nurture and 
support him. I understand his pain, 





because I feel it, too. Every time those 
fans cheer for one of these bleached- 
blonde bimbos like Trish Stratus or Terri, 
I die a little inside. But I’ve learned to 


Jazz was 
mixing it up in 
the ring with men 
in ECW before 
Victoria had ever 
begun training 
for the sport. 


Jazz was mixing it up in the ring 
with men in ECW before Victoria had 
ever begun training for the sport. Her 
experience has prepared her for virtu- 
| ally any contingency. And in an envi- 
ronment where “T&A” often seems to 
be valued over athletic ability, Jazz has 
been able to run roughshod in the past, 
taking Diva after unprepared Diva to 
the mat with an intensity not seen 
since the days of Alundra Blayze and 
Bull Nakano. 

And if she wants Victoria out of 
WWE, then Victoria may have no choice 
but to start packing her bags now. At 
least that way, she'll have the option of 
leaving under her own power. W 





channel my pain. I’ve learned to 
make it work for me. Because 
now, Г take it all out on their 
pretty little bodies. 

“And Jazz, if you're reading 
this, you can rest assured that | 
have no qualms about taking it 
out on you!" 

If it were anyone else picking 
a fight with the deranged Victoria, 
we'd say they were getting in 
over their head. But when the 
individual in question is Jazz, it's 
a different story. If there’s a 
woman who can match Victoria 
blow for blow, it’s Jazz. They are 
without question the two most 
violent competitors that WWE's 
Women’s Division has ever seen. 
Jazz may not be crazy like Victoria, 
but she is just downright mean. 
Victoria may live to regret those 
harsh words. 
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The Twisted Tale-of 
The Colossus of Boggo Road 


In 1863, the Australian government built the Boggo Road Gaol (jail). 
It was meant to house Australia’s most dangerous criminals, and for nearly 140 years 
it fulfilled its purpose. Thousands of barbarous, remorseless and ruthless brutes 
were sealed off from society and forced to live within its menacing confines. 

The horrific stories that emanated from this baleful institution were used to 
keep children in line and dissuade those who were considering a life of crime 
| from pursuing the wayward path. Men like Pete “The Flesh-Eating Machine” 
Guldseth, Tommy “Six Blades" Parker and Gary “Eight-Ball” Skole terrified the 
Aussie masses, and the name of the Boggo Road Gaol became synonymous with 
the most wretched places that ever existed. 

The most violent and dangerous of Australian society were sent there, and 
none ever escaped. It was often the final stop for those who committed the 
most heinous crimes or were perceived as having the potential to do the 
unthinkable. Life among the inmates was unimaginably brutal. Fights, stab- 
bings and torture were the norm rather than the exception. Few men lasted 
more than a couple of years, and even fewer died a natural or peaceful death. 

By the 1980s, historians and criminologists agreed that Boggo Road Gaol, | 
among all the other jails in the world, was the ultimate prison. It housed | 
the worst of the worst, and not only had no one ever escaped, no one Пад 
even come close to threatening the security of nearby residents. It had such 
a fortress-like reputation that the United Nations discussed turning it into 
an international prison for war criminals. Boggo Road appeared unbeatable— |: 
until 1989. = 

In the late 1980s, Queensland banks were suddenly terrorized by a monstrous” 

7 and incredibly ominous mesomorph. Newspapers reported that he was about 

|) seven feet tall and weighed close to 400 pounds. Local residents told stories of he 

| this monster could bend solid steel bars with his bare hands and punch rig 
ыл bulletproof glass. Word of his exploits spread Шоц ПОШ {һе Mes s 



















giant? How could he hide in plain sight? And, could he be caught? - 
As the Australian police continued their manhunt, the rumors and stories grew 

even grander. Some claimed that this fugitive wasn't human. Others claimed he was 

some type of magician or wizard, for nobody could be so big, so strong and so vici 
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-made shoes, the authorities 
BEES = қ 
| began to close in on their 


ion laws, tales of a young man 
perhuman strength and a nasty 
josition surfaced in an anonymous 
ft to the police. The end of the mes- 
1ply stated: “Не is a Colossus, and 
пе 15 Nathan Jones." The identity 
the person who sent this note remains 
nystery to this day. 

‘few months later, Jones was appre- 
ded by the Australian Federal Police 
(Australia's version of the FBI), 
and sent before a court to plead 
his case. The nation was capti- 

vated by Jones, and the trial 
Turned into a media circus, but the 
"reporters who covered it had little 
to say. Jones wasn't speaking. He 
remained as mysterious as he was 


huge. 
/ His refusal to cooperate did 
not go over well, and the judge 
sentenced him to 16 years in the 
most vile and brutal prison in the 
world, Boggo Road Gaol. Nathan 
Jones would be taught a lesson, 
or so the authorities thought. 

When he first arrived at the 
fabled Boggo Road Gaol, he was 
not intimidated. Neither were 
the other inmates. Despite his 
massive bearing and menacing 
reputation, the inmates went 
after him. They wanted to show 
him that he might have been a 
tough guy out in the everyday 
world, but in Boggo, he'd have 
to pay his dues, earn his keep 
and pay homage to the men 
who were running the yard. 

Looking back, not a man who 
was there that day doesn't regret going 
after Jones. Many inmates attacked him, 
few were ever the same. In total, 14 men 
were sent to the prison hospital. Another 
12 were turned away, for although they 
were hurt badly, the infirmary was 
already full. There were broken arms, 
fractured legs, broken noses and several 
rearranged faces. Jones did not come out 
of the mélée unscathed, but he felt no 
pain. In fact, he relished in it. 

Quickly, the news spread and the 





n the unique tracks left by his 


papers were filled with reports of his 
inhuman strength and willingness to 
fight. One gave him the nickname that 
has stood to this day: "The Colossus of 
Boggo Road." 

because of the Colossus' propensity to 
beat up fellow prisoners, he was put in 
solitary just days after entering the prison. 
It did little good as he ripped off his cell 
doors, smashed his shackles to pieces and 
tossed aside every guard that tried to stop 
him. Jones became so unbearable that 
guards resorted to zapping him with elec- 
tric prods, an inhumane practice which 
eventually led to the closing of the gaol. 

The warden was left with no choice. 


Jones was sent to the "Dungeon —a cell 





built 30 feet underground that was 
secured with a five-foot thick stainless 
steel door. It hadn't been used in over 20 
years, but for the prison population's wel- 
fare, Jones had to be sent there. 

He resided in the dungeon for a little 
over a year. Inside, well below ground 
and totally isolated, Jones underwent а 
psychological transformation. The fury 
inside still burned, the need to hurt 
people still coursed through his veins, 
but he had changed. He learned to con- 


trol his anger. He learned to channel it to 
get whatever he wanted. 

When he returned above ground, he 
no longer beat up people 24 hours a day. 
Sure, he knocked a few heads, but he 
used his incredible strength sparingly 
and strategically. He acquired many 
friends and soon even the authorities 
came around. Jones, of course, was 
laughing to himself the whole time. 

Eight years to the day that he entered 
Boggo Road, Nathan Jones was let out. 
Law enforcement professionals pro- 
nounced him fit for society and believed 
the likelihood that he would use his 
superhuman strength for evil was small. ° 

How Jones made his way from 7 
Australia to WWE remains a bit 
of a mystery. Published reports 
say that he contacted WWE offi- 
cials, while industry insiders say 
the opposite. Jones hasn't really 
said anything. The only facts 
that we could gather in the 
intervening time was that after 
he was released from jail, he left 
for a well-reputed dojo іп Тарап 
to hone his martial-arts skills, 
and he also competed in a few 
Strong Man competitions, 

The only reason that the 
public was aware of his presence | 
in Japan was because of the sig- 
nificant increase in the number 
of patients admitted to Nagase ir 
General Hospital with brok 
arms and legs. Once word got 
out about the rash of injuries; 
the press flocked to Nagasak 
and discovered that Jones was” 
there. 

There's little question | 
Jones can be the most dan: 
man alive. But will he channel 
his anger and strength for good 
or for evil? What really М 
pened during that year in 
dungeon? Did he decide to 
ways, or did he just resolve to 
more clever about his onetime 
annihilating every man that was | 
front of him. 3 

There is little question that 
WWE officials signed Nathan Jone 
weren't quite sure what they We 
ting. So far however, Jones has } 
temper in lockdown. But if it is < 
the next few months should prov 
interesting...and violent as wel 
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NAI World Wrestling Entertainment Home Video presents 
Grab your shades 
апаа cooler! 5 


All the W Divas brave the Western desert and strip down 

fto this side of naked for fun and adventure. You'll agree, 

уе didn’t need to go to the desert to make them hot. 
They came that way! 


-90 MINUTES OF HOT DVD EXTRAS! 
е Divas take over the streets at a movie studio. 

7» Photo shoot with Stacy posing as the Statue of Liberty. 
[e Ivory gives whip lessons. 

ze Weblink with access to exclusive never-before-seen 
= Divas photos, and funny outake video footage. 

в. 10 Matches with the Divas in action! | | 
Plus more stuff not listed, as well as Some | E | 
Whidden extras! йкы, ай f 
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Chris Jericho def. Jeff Hardy 
These two started off No Way Out with a bang, wowing the Montreal crowd with 


amazing high-flying action. It was the Lionsault vs. the Swanton Bomb, providing 
non-stop action from bell to bell. Jeff Hardy was substituting for Test, and took 








oen full advantage of the opportunity to tangle with the former Undisputed World 
ретти Champion. In the end, Jericho forced Hardy into submission with his Walls of 
92003 Mars, Incorporated. Jericho. After the match, he and lackey Christian mixed it up with HBK. 
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World Tag Team Ghampionship Match 


William Regal & Lance Storm 
def. Kane в Rob Van Dam 


The issue between Kane and RVD 
` | started getting serious with this 
| match. Miscommunication ruined 
| their shot at tag team glory when 
| Kane accidentally chokeslammed 
| Van Dam, allowing him to be pinned. 
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WWE Cruiserweight 
Championship Match 


Matt Hardy 


with Shannon Moore 
def. Billy Kidman 


Matt Hardy dropped 10 pounds to make the | 
cruiserweight limit, and it turned out to be worth |7 DIM 
the effort. Adapting his style to the Cruiserweight | 
Division, Matt took the fight to Kidman, ending 
his three-month reign as champ. 
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Undertaker def. 
Big SHOW with Paul Heyman 





For months, Undertaker stewed, awaiting the day he’d get his revenge against 
the man who put him out of action, Big Show. That day turned out to be No Way 
Out. It turned out to be prophetic for Show, as his day of reckoning had finally 
come. ‘Taker pulled out all the stops for this one, even executing a plancha on 
both A-Train and Heyman on the outside! There would be no denying his ven- 
т. geance, as Big Show finally fell to the Deadman. 
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Six-Man Tag Team Match 


Brock lesnar а Chris Benoit 
ef. 
Kurt Angle & Team Angle 


This six-man tag was hailed by many as the match of the 
night. In a very rare occurrence, the WWE Champion was 
not defending his title, but there certainly was no shortage 
of action for Kurt Angle. It gave him his first chance to 
tangle with Brock Lesnar, for one thing. With Edge injured 
in a pre-match attack, Lesnar & Benoit pooled their awe- 
some abilities to pull out the win over their "All-American" 
opponents. 
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| World Heavyweight Championship Match 


Triple Н with Evolution 
911,113 an3 i 
def. “Big Poppa Pump” Scott Steiner 
In his second consecutive pay-per-view match against World Heavyweight 
Champion Triple H, Scott Steiner put on his greatest WWE performance to 
| date. Nevertheless, it still wasn’t enough to topple "The Game" from the 
| top of the mountain. There's strength in numbers, and in the end the 


"Cerebral Assassin's" cohorts Ric Flair, Batista and Randy Orton were just 
too much to handle. On this night, Evolution reigned supreme. 
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stone Cold 
Steve Austin def. 
Eric Bischoff 
Oh, hell yeah! The Texas Rattlesnake made his 
return in a big way, just like he does everything. 
Bischoff never stood a chance, and he knew it. 
From the word go, it was Austin laying into his 
former boss with reckless abandon. A stunner 
was enough to put the Bisch down for the count, 


but Stone Cold followed it up by having a little 
| post-match fun. 
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The Rock def. Hulk Hogan 


The Rock vs. Hulk Hogan Il certainly didn't disappoint, 
but it also certainly wasn't without controversy. This 
- was the first time WWE pay-per-view was back in 
` Montreal since the infamous Bret Hart incident in 1997, 
_ so the crowd was wary of a screwjob. Their instincts 

| turned out to be right, as a conspiracy between Vince 

| McMahon, The Rock and crooked ref Sylvain Grenier 
saw to it that the Hulkster went down once again. 
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. At what event did Shawn 


Michaels' and Razor 

Ramon's second Ladder 

Match take place? 

J a. WrestleMania XI 

4 b. SummerSlam 

2 с. In Your House: 
International 
Incident 


. Identify the tallest of 


the following three 
competitors: 

J а. Andre the Giant 
J b. Big Show 


J c. Giant Gonzalez 


. Who was the American 


member of the Can-Am 
Connection? 

J a. Rick Martel 
Ы b. Tom Zenk 

J c. Tito Santana 


S CN 75 | 
ср 12 
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4. Which one of these 


maneuvers didn't Doink 
the Clown use as a 
finisher? 

(1 a. Neckbreaker 

1 6. Whoopie Cushion 
J c. Stump puller 


. What Memphis legend 


did Jerry Lawler defeat 
to become “King of 
Wrestling”? 

LI a. Jackie Fargo 
1 Б. Jerry Jarrett 
ы c. Austin Idol 


. Which one of the follow- 


ing was never a member 
of D-Generation X? 
Q a. Chyna 
ÛJ b. Ravishing 
Rick Rude 
а c. Brian Pillman 
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Kevin Nash was formerly known іп WWE as __ 


and defeated 


for the WWE Championship 
in November __ 


at New York's 





2. "Classy" Freddy Blassie first became a WWE manager in 


3. 


4. 


A 


6. 


and took on . as his first protégée. 


William Shatner, who played on the sci-fi TV 
show _ appeared on Raw in 1995 and tangled 
with Jerry Lawler and с. 





Demolition’s third member was who came 
on board just before they lost the World Tag Team title 


N аб 





The first edition of Backlash was presented in the year 
and featured a match between WWE 
and _ 





Champion 


is the only four-time Women’s Champion. 
The list of three-time champions includes 
and 








Entertainment 


presents 











THE REMATCH 
THE ROCK 


VS. 
HULK HOGAN 








THE RETURN 
DF THE 
RATTLESNAKE 
T STOWE COLD 
T STEVE AUSTIN 


V5. 
ERIC BISCHOFF 


ДОК! 


Stone Cold Steve Austin is back! 






The Rock hattles Hulk Hogan! » STONE COLD S RETURN TO HAV! NOT SEEN ON TU! | 
Triple H & Scott Steiner battle for the top 7 ~ ЛИ, | 






prize, and Undertaker has а surprise of 
his own for Big Show! 


TRIPLE Н - 





World Wrestlin 


9 я 
Entertalnmant™ presents ا‎ 


Never Before Seen on TV! 
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The Times That Try Men's Souls 


not now that strength which in old days moved heaven 

and earth; that which we are, we are. Who is NATHAN 
JONES? THE "MAN-BEAST" is going to find out very soon! 
And don't be surprised if a GIANT who once plied his trade in 
HAWAII shows up out of nowhere. 

Out of the DARKNESS that covers me black as the pit from 
pole to pole. Is KANE about to move on to the next phase of 
his tortured life? Does a certain MINNESOTA native have any- 
thing to do with this? Or will the "Big Freak'n Machine" be 
dancing the TEXAS TWO-STEP in the very near future? 

From the forces that І 
all creatures bind, who 
overcomes himself free- 
dom finds. Could the 
world's No. 1 MF'er 
be in store for a rude 
awakening? Or, might 
he be the one calling 
THE SHOTS? 

To eat plants is 
of its own reward, to 
eat animals...ls TAZZ 
a vegetarian? Has 
MATTITUDE gotten to 
him? What is it with 
yams, bananas and nut 
butter? 

Two things fill my 
mind with ever-increas- 
ing, wonder and awe. 


D^ be fooled by the calm before the STORM. We are 


Is CHRISTOPHER NOWINSKI headed back to Harvard to pick | 


Hp. a tag-team partner with the requisite smarts to associate 


with him? My sources say not so fast. He is trying to recruit a | 


self-professed GENIUS, but this one currently resides in the 
RAW locker room. ..and yes, he likes to PAINT! 
| will be as harsh as truth and as uncompromising as justice. 


How long will it be before BIG SEXY is WORLD HEAVY- 
WEIGHT CHAMPION? Might this be a real HEARTBREAK? | 


Or might the X-FACTOR return to the scene of the crime? 
We're talking weeks, not months here. 

No man ever quite believes in any other man. Are ERIC 
BISCHOFF and CHIEF MORLEY friends, foes, associates or 
something more complex? Do they trust each other, or is one 
duping the other? Was that the CHIEF having dinner with 
STEPHANIE McMAHON the day after SMACKDOWN!? 

Rise like lions after slumber, in unvanquishable number. 
WILLIAM REGAL never stops plotting. He’s been seen spending 


WE Magazine 


a lot of time with CHRIS JERICHO lately, and you can be sure 
that they are not discussing rock ‘n’ roll. While the self-professed 
"King of the World" is an established rocker, Regal prefers classical 
tunes. So what could they be talking about? Should CHRISTIAN 
and LANCE STORM be worried? 

Genius is one of the many forms of insanity. What's the deal 
with the FBI and DAWN MARIE? What does CUMARE translate 
to anyway? Does TOMMY DREAMER owe them something? 
And yes, they have been talking to one of the all-time legends 
who originally hails from ABRUZZI. 

Who overcomes by force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Will REY MYSTERIO outsmart them all? A title shot is in the 
offing, and you can be sure that plenty of MIND GAMES will 
be played. EDDIE and CHAVO are his friends, aren't they? 





Will worlds collide at SUMMERSLAM? Might WWE revert 
to the GOLD standard? Or will the EXCHANGE rate continue 
to be 3:16. The l's are being dotted and the T's are being 
crossed at this very moment. 

Watch KANYON. Watch him very closely. 

Until next time, this has been the Informer. W 












J ust as you'd think that it's hard to 
sit at ап announce table with 
Michael Cole for two hours, trust 
me—from experience—it's a lot harder 
when you're trapped in a car with him 
for 11 hours. 

"The Trip From Hell," featuring me, 
Cole and Josh Mathews, started а! 
LaGuardia Airport in New York on a 


cancelled by the biggest blizzard to hit 
the East Coast in years. We tried to 
rebook, but then they announced that 
they needed the names of all the children 
on the flight. | guess that was in case we 


do you spell Josh's last name?" But then 
we decided to go rent a car. 

We get to the Hertz counter and the 
guy wants to give us a Ford Taurus to 
drive cross-country in. So | pulled the 
man into a small room and said, "let's 
have a little talk." Five minutes later, we 
had a Lincoln Navigator and he had four 
tickets to Raw at the Nassau Coliseum. 
Anyway, we drive and drive...and drive. 
After about four hours, we made it to 


stayed in a hotel. 

(Cole's retort: "Every town we drove 
by—every little town from New Jersey to 
Indianapolis—Tazz wrestled in with ECW. 
He had a story for every town. And, of 
course, in every story, he won the match! 
By the middle of Pennsylvania | was ready 
to jump out of the car at 75 mph. We 
stopped at a rest area in Ohio and a fan 


after he finished in the bathroom. Mind 
you, Таг2 hadn't washed his hands yet. 
And the fan said, ‘Holy $#@%! You never 
know who you're gonna meet in a piss 
room!"") 


Indianapolis. The Navigator had this 
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sunday. Our flight to Indianapolis got | 


all died, they would have the children's | 
names. So, of course | said to Cole, "How | 


Allentown, PA, which is about 75 miles ! 
from New York. That is not good. It was | 
getting even more dangerous out, so we 


walked up to Tazz and shook his hand | 


The next day, we proceed to drive to 





| A2 = u. er 
The Ride From Hell 
Me, Cole, Josh, Three Feet of Snow and the Моге Worst Music 


beautiful sound system with a 6-CD 


changer. Me being a nice guy, | said, 


"Cole, put in your music." So for about 


two hours of this long journey, we 

listened to the best of ABBA, j 
the Bee Gees, Elton John, 
Kickin’ Hits of the Late , 
‘70s, Heart, and the , 


worst band ever—in my opinion, a 
bunch of *******—Rush. 


Then Cole starts handing out Тот 4" 
Jones buttons. He wanted me and Josh 


to wear Tom Jones buttons! So after two 
hours of this, of watching Cole snap his 
fingers and dance in the car, | finally 
said, "Cole, let's change the music 
before | beat you about the face, neck, 
chest and head area." 

Mind you, while all this is happening, 
Josh is driving and keeping his mouth 
shut like a good rookie should. We 
offered to alternate drivers. | said, "Josh, 
why don't you and Cole take turns?" But 
Josh insisted that because he's the rook- 
ie, he wanted to drive and pay his dues. 
He's not stupid. By the way, Josh does 
have road rage. Every time someone 
passed him, Josh would get pissed off 
and chase them, in the middle of a bliz- 
zard. He's psycho—he has issues. 

(Josh s reply: "It was a wonderful trip. | 
enjoyed driving Tazz cross-country. I'd do 
it again anytime. ") 

So for the rest of the ride, Cole 
wanted to stop at every antique store he 
saw. | told Cole we didn't have time, and 
he said, “1 just want to buy a rocking 









“How the hell did I get stuck in a 
car with these two for 11 hours?" 


chair for my porch!" And Josh wanted to 
stop at the Cracker Barrels to buy pot- 
tery goods! So here | am, this thug from 
Brooklyn, а  two-time ECW 
Champion and a former WWE 
Hardcore and Tag Team 
Champion, with these 
\ two men who are try- 


ing to emasculate me in a verbal and 
non-physical manner! Thank God by the 
end of the trip, my yam-bag was still 
intact! 

And Josh wanted to keep stopping to 
buy banana juice! He and Cole were just 


| guzzling banana juice by the quart! After 


11 hours in the backseat of this Navigator, 
my balloon knot was all bunged up, 
which only added to my mood. 

(Josh s retort; "It was a wonderful trip. 
| enjoyed driving Tazz across country. Га 
do it again anytime. ”) 

By Monday night we had made it to 
Columbus, Ohio, where Raw was that 
night. We stopped by to say hello to 
everyone апа continued оп to 
Indianapolis for SmackDown! So we 
made two shows in one day, in the 
middle of the biggest blizzard in years! It 


| was like Alaska, but with snow. 


Just another day at the office for your 
favorite Thug Columnist and the other 
two bozos who were lucky enough to 


| share the "Ride From Hell" with me. And 


Cole, the next time we're on a long car 
ride and you pull out the Rush CDs, 
you're gonna become just another vic- 
tim! W 








OE заннан 


